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Contest and Project Theme – Bats! 

Kids for Conservation Contest Rules – Spring 2019 

Monmouth Conservation Foundation (MCF) wants your class to learn all about bats and why many of 
them are endangered in our area.  Each year the program introduces a different conservation theme 
through the lesson plans.  The focus of this year’s lesson plans and activities is all about bats. Lesson 
plans have been developed to align with the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Science.  The 
lesson plans can be downloaded from http://www.monmouthconservation.org/kids-for-conservation/.  
This year’s STEM lesson plan includes a Create-A-Bat Activity Kit and a copy of the book “Zipping, 
Zapping, Zooming Bats” by Ann Earle.  The book guides the class through a basic understanding of bats 
and the project reinforces much of what they learned in the book through creating a small bat that 
mimics the basic functions in nature.  These materials are provided free to your class and will be 
available after registration.   

After completing the STEM lesson plan activities, classes will create a class STEAM project that is the 
competitive contest portion of the program.  The class project assignment is to create a faux bat cave in 
your classroom where all the bats that the students created through the Activity Kit will “live”.  The bat 
cave will stay in the classroom and does not need to be transported.  Use of recycled and/or natural 
materials as the medium for the diorama is encouraged.  Classes are required to integrate what they 
learned from the conservation lesson plans into the contest submission as well (see additional 
information about this below under Judging Criteria).     

Eligibility 

All Monmouth County Kindergarten classes that register for Kids for Conservation by the Friday, March 
1st, 2019 entry deadline are eligible to participate and compete in the contest.  Registration, submission 
and participation are free.  The registration form can be downloaded, completed electronically, and 
submitted via Google Forms by visiting our website and clicking on the link to the Google Forms 
document found here: http://www.monmouthconservation.org/kindergarten-contest 

Only one contest entry per class is allowed.  Multiple submissions from different classes within the same 
school are permitted.   

Registration Incentives 

The first three schools that successfully register a minimum of 60 kindergarten students in the contest 
will receive a free wildlife assembly.  The Family Day Event that has been offered the past three years 
will not be offered this year, instead we are offering this registration incentive in combination with in-
school visits for each class.  The reason for this change is to offer an interactive experience to all 
students registered in the contest independent of an after-school event.  
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Judging and Winners 

A panel of unaffiliated judges will review class contest entries.  Judges use a scoring rubric and winners 
are determined based on the submission with the most points accrued through the rubric. 

• First, Second and Third Place winners will be selected by the judges. 
• All contest submissions will receive a recognition certificate.  Therefore, in addition to 1st, 2nd, 

and 3rd prize winners, each submission will be recognized for something special about the 
project.  For example, last year we had “Most Patriotic”, or “Most Original”, etc.  This is in the 
spirit of acknowledging the effort each class puts into the project and to make each child feel 
excited about participating in the program. 

• The First Place winner will receive: 
- $1,000 grant for the school 
- Certificate for the class, and 
- Recognition on the Monmouth Conservation Foundation website. 

• The Second Place winner will receive: 
- $500 grant for the school 
- Certificate for the class. 
- Recognition on the Monmouth Conservation Foundation website. 

• The Third Place winner will receive: 
- $200 grant for the school 
- Certificate of Participation 
- Recognition on the Monmouth Conservation Foundation website. 

• All participating classes will receive a visit from Monmouth Conservation Foundation staff at a 
mutually convenient time during or after the program period (April  – June 2019).  During the 
visit, students will continue to learn more about the lesson plan theme and will participate in a 
nature based interactive craft or activity.  If feasible, staff will also lead the class in an outdoor 
nature activity (for example: a nature scavenger hunt on the school grounds). 

Materials, Size, and Technique Requirements 

Classroom bat caves can be created from a wide range of medium as shown in the list below. Use of 
recycled and/or natural materials found in nature is strongly encouraged whenever reasonably feasible.  
Use of recycled or natural materials keeps the cost of participation affordable, spurs creativity, and 
reinforces the concept of recycling and reuse for students. 

Size – Since the bat cave will not be transported, it is at the discretion of the classroom teacher as to the 
size of the project. 

In addition, any of the following media or techniques may be used: 
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• Paint and drawing materials  
• Collage materials  
• Photographs  
• Sculpture (clay or other modeling material) 
• Other – If you have another idea, please feel free to confer with staff using the email below.  

Creativity encouraged! 

Photo Documentation and Written Summary 

Since the bat cave contest submissions will stay in your classroom, each class will be required to create a 
summary of the process  used to create the project and how it correlates with what students learned in 
the lesson plan.  Photos of the bat cave should be included to demonstrate the project to the judges.  
Quotes from the students or summary of a class discussion are encouraged.  You may choose to create a 
video for this portion of the contest.  A video is permitted in place of a written summary. The written 
summary should be no longer than three pages. 

Judging Criteria 

A judging committee will review the project submissions based on the following criteria in order of 
importance: 

1. The integration of lesson plan knowledge into the creation of the bat cave project. The bat cave 
you design should have these essential elements of bat caves found in nature: 

o Darkness – Bats avoid light and prefer the dark since they are nocturnal and hunt at 
night. 

o Cool – Bats need a cool environment to maintain their bodies during hibernation. 
o Moist – Bats prefer a humid place with access to some pools of water.  Pools of water 

are especially important when they wake from hibernation in the early spring and seek 
out a place to take a drink.   

o A place to cling – Bats sleep upside down because it helps keep them protected from 
predators and it puts them in a perfect position to swoop and fly away if they need to.  
It’s hard for them to cling upside down to a flat surface, so providing a textured surface 
that they can cling to is important. 

2. Creative use of natural and recycled materials.  This is to encourage environmentally friendly 
materials, spur creativity, and ensure any costs associated with creating the project are kept to a 
minimum. 

Submission Instructions 

Project Summaries must be submitted no later than 5:00 p.m., Friday, May 3, 2019. 
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Contest submissions should be delivered or mailed to the Monmouth Conservation Foundation office in 
Middletown.  The office is located on the second floor of the white farm house in Sunnyside Recreation 
Area, 628 Middletown-Lincroft Road, Lincroft 07748.  The mailing address is: 

Monmouth Conservation Foundation 
P.O. Box 4150 
Middletown, NJ 07748 
 
Digital submissions (if applicable) can be submitted to abrockwell@monmouthconservation.org or sent 
using WeTransfer.com for larger file sizes, or burned on to a CD/DVD disk. 

*Please note - Monmouth Conservation reserves the right to reproduce images of the submissions--
including student and teacher images--for any future marketing and communications collateral. 

By entering the Contest, all entrants grant Monmouth Conservation Foundation the right to reproduce, 
distribute, and display the entries (along with name attributions) in connection with the Contest and its 
promotion, in any media now or hereafter known, including, but not limited to: Display exhibition of 
winners; and marketing of organizational work. Display or publication of any entry on an Authorized 
Party's website does not indicate the entrant will be selected as a winner.  

Winner Announcements and Award Distribution 

After review and scoring by our panel of judges, winners will be announced within a reasonable time 
after the submission deadline.  First, second, and third place cash prize funds will be distributed by 
September 2019.   

Thank you for your participation! 

Have additional questions?  Feel free to contact Amanda Brockwell, Director of Programs and Outreach 
at 732.671.7000 or abrockwell@monmouthconservation.org. 
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